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268 THE LAST OF THE BUFFALO.

carefully guarclecl in the forests of
Groclno, about equal in numbers the
buft'alo in the Yellorvstone Park ; while
the rvilcl bison in the Caucasus mav be
comparecl wiih the " woocl " buffalo
which survive in the Peace River dis-
trict. In view of the former abunclance

-l 6't'*l

their tracks, the_v skin the rlearl, then
loacl the meat anci robes on their hor.ses,
and with laughter ancl jest ricle away.

After them, on the clesertecl prairie,
come the n olves to tear at the carcasses.
The rai:r and the sno'iv wash the bloocl
from the bones, and facle and bleach

the hair. For a few months the skele-
ton holcls together ; then it falls down,
and the fox and the baclger pull about
the whitening bones and scatter them
over the piain. So this cow and this
bull of mine may have left their bones
on the prairie where I found them and
picked them up to keep as mementoes
of the past, to dream over, and in such
reverie to see again the swelling hosts
which yesterday covered. the plaing and.
to-clay are but a clream.

So the buffalo passed irto history.
Once an inhabitant of this continent
from the Arctic slope to lfexico, and.
from Virginia to Oregon, &nd, within
the memoqv of men yet young, ro&rtr-
ing the plains in such numbers that it
seemed that it could neyer be extermi.
neted it has now clisappeared as utter-
ly as has the bison from Europe. For
it is probable that the existing hercls
of that practically exti:rct species, now

l\,.t-''

of our buffalo, this paraliel is curious
and interesting.

The early explorers were eonstantly
astonished bv the multitudinous herds
wf,ich they riet with, the repSrlarity of
their movements, and. the cleep roads
which they made in travelling from
place to place. Ifany of the earlier
references are to terlitory eest of the
Mississippi, but even within the last fif-
teen years buffalo were to be seen on
the Western plains in 'numbers 

so great
that an entirely sobdr and, truthJul
account seerns like fable. Describing
the abundance of buffalo in a certain
region, an Indian once said. to me, il the
expressive sigr language of which all
olil frontiersmen have some knowledge,
" The country w&s one robe." ,

Ifuch has been written about their
enorrnous abundance in the old day+
but I have never read anything that f
thought an exaggeration of their num-

A Blackfoot Pfskrin
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bers as I have seen them. Onlv one
who has actuallv spent months id trav-
elli:rg among tirerir in those olcl clays
can creclit the stories tolcl about them.
The trains of the Kansas Pacific Rail-
roacl usecl frequeuth' to be rletainecl bv
hercls which wele crossing the tracks
in front of the engines, and in 1870,
trains on which I was travelling were
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alarmetl and running, but were usuallv
scattered about, feeiling or l.ying dowi
on the plairie at a little clisfauce from
one another, much as clomestic cattle
tlistribute theu:selves in a pasture or on
the range. As far as \ye coulcl see on
every sicle of the line of march, and
ahead, the hillsides rvere clotted. with
dark forms, and the field-glass revealed
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twice so helcl, in one c&se for three
hours. When railroad. travel first be-
g_en on this road, the engineers. tried
the experiment of runnfug throuEh
these passing herds, but after their ei-
gines had been tbrown from i;he f,racks
lhpf f-earngd-wisdom, and gave thebuf-
falo the right of wav. iwo or three
Jrears later,-ia tne corintry between the
Platte and Republican Rivers, I saw a
closely massed herd of buffalo so *ast
that I dare not hazard e guess as to its
numb-ers; and in later ]ears I have
travelled. for weeks at a time, in north-
ern.Ifontana, without ever being out
of sight of buffalo. These were iot in
close herds, except now and then when

yet others stretched out on every side
in one continuous hosf to the moit dis-
tant hills. Thus was gained & more
just.notion bf their numbers. than could
be had in any other ivaS for the sisht
of thiei limitless territorv occunied-bv
these contiauous herds was m6re i-"-
press-ive than the spectacle of a surging,
terrified mass of fleeing buffalo, iven
though the numbers which passed rap-
idly before one's gaze i:r a 

-short tide
werg Yery great. !

The former rangq of the buffalo has
been worked out with painstaking care
by Dr. Allen, to whom 1ve owe a-n ad-
mirable monograph on this species., Ile
conclud.es that the northern limit of this
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renge \\ras uorth of the Great Slave
I-rake, in latitucle about 63" \. ; s-hile to
the south it extenclecl into ]Iexico as far
as iatituhe 25' ^N. To the tte.t iJ tuJs;a
at least as fer a,s the Biue lfountai:ri of
Oregon, while on the east it was abun-
dant in the western portions of New
Io"h Pennsylvania, Viiginia, North ancl
South C_arolina, and Georgia. In the in-
terior the buffalo were vJrv abunclant,
and. occupiecl Ohio, Kentuckv, West
Yirginia, Tennessee, West Geor-gia, T'ili-
nois, I_ndiana, and fowa, parts oI )Iichi-
gan,, Wisconsin, and Dfinnesota, the
whole of the. great plaing from south-
ern Texas north to tleir northern.limit,
and much of the Rocky lfountaias. In
l_fontana, Idaho, Wyoming, and most of
New ilfexico they were abund.ant, and,
probably common olrer & large part of
Utah, and perhaps in northeri Nevada
So far &s now known, their western
limit was the Blue }fountains of Ore-
gon and the eastern foothilts of the
Sierra Nevada"

Thus it will be seen that the buffalo
once ra,nged over a large part of the
American Continent-Dr. -Allen 

s&y€
one-third of it-but it must not be ifr-
a,gined that they. were alwavs present at
tne sa,me ttme ln eyery part of their
ra,nge.. Th_ey were a wandering r&ce,
sometimes leaving a district an& beins,
long absent, and"again returniataiE
occupying it for a considerable plriod-
What laws or what impulses goierned
these movements rfe c&nnoI kaow.
Their wandering habits were well un-
d_erstood-by the fndians of the'Weqbern
plains, _who depended upon the buffalo,
for food- ft was their cristom to follow
.the herds about, and. when, as gometimes
oecurred., these moved away and could
not be found, tha fndians. w:ere reduced
to great straits for food, and. sometimes
even staryed. to death.

Under natural conditions the buffalo
wds an animal of rather sluggis\hab-
its, mild, inoft'ensive, and du[. In its
ways of life and intelligence it closeiy
resembled our domestic eatile. 'It wair
slow to learn by experience, and thiq lack
of intelligence greaUy hastened the de-
irtruction of the race. Until the verv
last.years of its existence as a specieq
ii did not appear to connect the report
of fire-arms with any itlea of danee:r to

itself, and, though. cons_tantly pursuecl,
cUcl not becorne ivikl. rf 1"""^."a-.Uiff
ancl judgment il shootiag, a hunter who
hacl * g-o,t a stand', on a, small bunch
could kill them all before tnev laa
moved. out of rifle-shot. It was *i toi.l_
ule, _qne summer, to hunt for a'camn
of. sold.iers, ancl more than once f havi
|afn on a hill above a litile nera of tut_falo, shot clown what young fr"fl, f
needed to supply the clmp,"ancl then
wp.lksd down to the buach ancl. bvn-av-
i:rg Ty hat and shouti_ng, driven of tfre
surv-ivors, so that I couia prepare the
meat for transportation to t"*p. Thisglownees to take ilre alarm, or^ incleed
to realize. the p-resence of clanger, was
characteristic of the buffalo alilost un
to the very last. A time clicl corne whe^n
they were alarmecl readilytnoush. but
this was not until all the larEe" du"J.
l1a<l been broken up ancl scatteled, and
the miserable survivors hacl been so
chased and harried that at last thev
learned to start and run even at theii
own shaclows.

Agot-he-r peculiarity of the bufalo
yas it-q hai_it, when stampeded, of clash-
ing blind$ forward ag-einst, oyer. or
through anythiog that might be in'the
y?y. {!en running, a h6rd of buffalo
followecl its leaders,-and vet these leacl-
ers lost the power of stoiping, o" "*oof turning asid.e, becaus? t*[ey u,ere
constantly crowdecl upon and bushed._
forward by those 6sfrinf, Tiis er-
plains why herds would dash into
mire .or quicksands, as they often did,
a*d. thgs perish by the 

-thousands.

Those in fiont coul-d not stop, while
flegg fushind could not see th6 danEer
toward which they were rushins. 5o.
too, they ran into rivers, or intd traps
made for them by the fndians, br
against railroad cais, or even dashed
ilto the rivers and. swam blinclly against
the siales of sten'"boats. If an'ob"stacle
lav squarely across their p&th, thev
tried to go through it, but if it lav at ai
Lngle to -tleir course thdy. would. io"o 

"little to follow it.
The buffalo calf is born from April to

June, and af first is an awkward- little
creature, looki:lg much like a domestic
calf, but with a sLorter neck. The humo
at first is scarcely noticeable, but devel^-
ops rapidly. They are odd-looking andl
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very prayful lit'e animals. Thev are caused him to sh3kg hie head angrily.easily caught and tamecr, when-iuite pl;i"r," ilhai crimbed until his *indyoung, but when a few months olcr-'th-ej ;;G;i* 6, uqu now he would stand
hT:ff A:lr;ir iof ,""t3r: 

u ffaro, an d art l;j f_y _ C; " 
r-"" ;;;" 

", 
i"i r 

" "r 
-

,"fJ,y#"0";,f,l"""",tyveryslussish,.,lf, **llff "tyXXl:f 
,t3H.'trf 'J,.,il

:;i##*',;:ltlr:'i:ff 'r;"-i:#*:nm:9."1"*'tyi##li*l*;
'ia" u i'o".". 

" w!;;r".;;-;;;*f t;;xr"xffi';*:lui.1*l*. 
-throw themserves down the at*osiie*i rt**."iniin. bison crimbs. Thecal side of a cafron ancl ctimb tl" opporit" ;;il;r;T,;ffalo is almost as active as

[T] Slou:3i.*|" 
agilit-v' so#Jti*'s tu" E"""iuii' ,n""p, and ,was orten

r'oil.n"u1o-"r!i'13qf fl i{n}.ff "tqfi::*,j},i'rffi 
.*,"?"tr,girl'3;.x;;

tain sheep. To get at water *n." tni".iy iiJ6ii;iioi'th" plains had a fondnessthev wilt ctimb down bruffs thai-seefi i; n g{'ii."r,uia ..,.uaio-"i,irot 
rrp

il"--'"1fi-"#:il$3tfff"T"'""%Tfl h;J?"#il*tt1'qt"';?iligt-'"o"ti
$?' t* :'*f":1"11T1;"ru ***l- i h;; ;r;'""""H1 ii} :"H:' ffiill;
b;## b ilfi'1,'eo'nrain shee; 

-f: 
:,Tf,"-;ffiA?:rf: f:*.il;"X;ins inwe were bringing the meat to th6 boa! tq" ai"i,-iiJ to_ this habit, practisedwe sa,won the onnosite side of therioer, 
_*n9,, tul ft-"'""a was wet, are-due theabout haU-wav'<io^wn the ui"rii-*ili"{ b"l+;;#d;. which so frequen'vwere here ab6ub ryrg9"-h;alli?""t o."*t t#;H r&nges, and which oftei

ffirt*Y:*:3"1-;1"Jffi T,f }:ilflt*contain*ui*utt""'uu'o;n""ili,to"",r."*d 
'"*"",frffi;uvi" *"riil;r: # ir""",::#fi:;: g';;i:#ja 

T"u,?:u#idown to the water. .9".*""t rr?*ti;;4 irg lt'" iiri""rrion of butrJlo in thecarefully, at times h,qfug p".ttl"go"a r.il"-^Ji.iiiu'"", uoa were often quitegoing, and at others srippingana"rr,iturs g;* ru/ffi;" often been described.for thirtv or fortv t""ti"'""fiingln"i-rr; Lesi well "koo*o *". the habit ofand stonls rollinl -p"Jid 
"T 

hffi ti*"'"i scratchin! tnJi."to", against trees and.quantities. w" iatcrr"a-hii';".""litri; 
"""ir.*s.r;;;i-"" a soritarv erraticwhite, and then t occurred L-il+g bowldea fi;;;;r; ;:#ii,ffii *'Jl umalicious sniritamongus that it *""ra 
"""o 

l-i' "th; ;;"" pr&r'e, the sround.be fud to s6e wrretherii; ;;x;;Jil;" i--"aiut"['"io"oa it being wori downup where he had come down.;e ,n?t t*"*;; ffi;t"?llt uro* the revel of thewas fired so as to strike_near hi_:f;" gurrounrting 
"""tb. This is where theno one wanted to hurr rhe old fetow- ;;,{^il#: #"'Ga 

"l""f"tilJ".iooqand as soon &s the- report """.nrJ'ilir dffig""g"-lf it, *oa where they trodears, he turned a_bou1 a"d begr,n 
-io 

roosenfigif."il,whichhasbeenbto*nscre,mbte up the bruffs. nir n"Ei".u ;*-fi;id;";;d, so that in course ofcarried him, ps3la,ps,- a hundr.a 
-f*t 

ti-d rh""p t"il"n wa,s worn about theverticatl-v, and thei 
_ 
n" 1tpp9J. ""ti iil;. 

" briS-ifigre rrees along streamslooked ai'ound- rle 
-seemed o6[ to naoe ;;;; *;;";;; smooth bv tre shour-the slightest ditr6fl1y i" "u-Liifip, ders and sidfs ol the buffal6.nor did he use anv c-autioo o" app"'i" io m"o tu" 

-nlrt 
hregraph line waspick his wa.v at "alr. e *"."it"ll"t r"',l""o; ff" continent, the polescaused. another *l{ 

"p tn" .llin- ur- used ;;;;-Ug:il' and. sma[ for tians_cent, but this time hj went o"# nuu p"it.ti'"""-;"?i!" plains was slow andas far as before and. again .t"'ppJ. ixpensiop, Jie il was not thought nec-Three or four other shotJdrove hr'd b" esJary to AF;th" wires high above theshorter and. shorter -rushes-"p.-tna g"ooid, -ih;;poles 
were much re-bluffs, until at ren?lhn",*o"ra-[o 

"J Jorted to uj-ir" bufralo to scratchfurther, and subs6quent *[oi."-""iy 
"g"i"it, ;"i'tJio". rong a great many
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of them were pushed over. A. storY,
now of consid.ei'able antiquity, is told
of an ingenious emplovee of the tele-
graph .J-puoy, whd c16'rised a plan {or
freienting thd bufthto from-clisturbing
the poles.- This he expectecl to accom-
ptsf, bv driving into them spikes which
inoota" prick Ihe animals -n'hen they
rubbecl igainst them. Tl-re result some-
what astonishecl the inventor, for it was
cliscoverecl that, where formerly one
buffalo rubbed. against the smooth tele-
graph poles, ten now strugglecl ancl
tl-ou-ent 

-for the chance to scratch them-
selv"es against tl-re spiked. poles, the iron
furnishing just the irritation which
their tough hides needecl.

It was in spring, when his coat was
being shed, that the buffalo, odd.-looE-
ing enough at any time, presented. his
most grotesque appearance. The mat-
ted halr and. wool. of the shoulclers and
sicles began to peel off in great sheets,
and. theie sheets, clinging to the skin
and flappi:ro in the wind, gave tle ani-
mal the appearance of being clad. in
rags.

the buffalo was & timicL creature, but
brought to bay would fight with feroc-
ity. -There were few sights more terri-
flrng to the novice than the spectacle
oi an old bull at bav. Eis mighty buik
a quiveriag mass of acti're, enraged
muicle ; t[e shining horns, the litlIe,
spiky tail and the eyes half hiclclen be-
n^eatL the shaggy frohtlet, yet gleaming
with rage, combined to render him an
awe - inspiring object. Nevertheless,
owing to their greater speed and activ-
ity, the corrs were much more to be
feared than the bulls.

It wae once thought that the buffalo
performed. annually extensive migra-
tions, ancl it was eyen said. that those
'ivhich spent the summer on the banks
of the Saskatchewan wintered in Texas.
There is no reason for believing this to
have been true. Undoubteclly there
were slight general movements north
and soutb and. east and west, at certain
seasons of the year, but many of the
accounts of these movements &re en-
tirely misleading, because greatly exag-
gerated" In one portion of the north-
ern country I know that there was a,

clecid.ed. east and west seasonal migra-
tion, the hercls tencling in spring alvay
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from the mountains, while in the au-
tumn they workecl back again, no d.oubt
seeking shelter in the rough, broken
country of the foothills flom the colcl
n-est rinrls of the r-inter.

The bufalo is easily tamecl when
caught as a calf, and in all its wavs of
life resembles the clomestic cattle. It
at once learns to respect a fence, ancl
manifests no clisposition to r-ancler.

Three )'eals ago there rvere in this
country about two hunclrecl and. fifty
domesticatecl buffalo, in the possession
of about a clozen individuals. Of these
the most important hercl n'as that of
Eon. C. J. Jones, of Garclen City, Kan.,
which inclucled. about fifty animals
captured. ancl reared by himself, ald the
Beclson hercl of over eighty, purchaqecl
in }lanitoba. The Jones hercl at &e
time consisterl of about one hunclrecl ancl
fiftv heacl. Next came that of Charles
Allirrcl and }lichel Pablo, of the Flat
Ileacl Agency in }fontana, which in
1888 number-ed thirty-five, and has now
increasecl to about ninety. 1\Ir. Jones's
herd has been broken up, ancl he now
retains only about-forty-five head, of
rvhich fifteen are b$eeciing cows. IIe
tells me that within the past rie&r or
two he has sold. over sixty pure buffalo,
ancl that nearly as many more have
diecl through injuries received. in trans-
porting them by rail.- IIr. Jones is the only indiviclual who
of recentyears has made anysystematic
effort to cross the buffalo with our own
d.omestic cattle. As far back as the be-
ginring of the present century, !h!s w9,s

successlullydonein the West and North-
west, and in Auduboq- & Bach"tan's
" Quadrupeds of America " -uy be
found an extremely interesting account,
written by Robert \Yickliffe,-of Lexing'
ton, Ky., gi"i"g the reilults of a series
of car6ful and succesqful experiments
which he carried on for foore than thirty
years. These experimeits showed that
the cross for certain purposes wa,s a, Yery
valuable one, but no systematic efforts
to establish ancl perpetuate a breed. of
buffaio cattle were afterward made u:r-
til rrithin the past teuyears. ]Ir. Jones
has brecl bufalo hnrils to Galloway,
Polled Angus, and ordi:lal'y range cows'
and has succeeded in obtaining calves
from all Such half-breeds are of very
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large size, extremelv harclv, and. as a
farmerrvould. say, "easyke6pers." They
are ferti-le among themselves or vith
either parent. A haU-breed cow of llr.
Jones's that I examinecl rras fully as
large as an ordinary work-ox, and in

THE BUFFALO.

clornesticated buffalo rvill be allowed to
Ieave the country where thev rvere borrr.
Indeed, it would. seem quite within the
liues of the work now being carriecl on
by the Agricultural Department for the
Government to purchase all the clomes-
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spring, rvhile nursing a calf, was fat qn
grass. She lacked the buffalo hump, birt
her hide would. have mad.e a goo&robe.
The great size and trementlous frame of
these cross-bred. eattle should. make
them very valuable for beefn while their
hardiness would. exempt them from the
dangers from winter-so often fatal to
domestic renge cattle-and they pr.o-
d.uce a robe which is quite as valuable
as that of the buffalo, and more beauti-
ful because more even all over. If con-
tinued, these attempts at cross-breecli:rs
may clo much to iiprove o"" W.rtil
r&nge cattle.

Mr. Jones has sold a number of buf-
falo to p€_rsons in Europe where there
is a considerable clemand for them. It
is to be hopecl that no more of these

ticatecl American briffalo that can be
hacl, and to start, in some one of the
Western States, an experimental farm
for buffalo breeding and buffalo cross-
iog. With a herd of fiftv pure bred
buffalo cows and a sufficient number of
bulls, a series of experiments coulcl be
carriecl on which might be of great
value to the catf,le growers of our west-
ern country. The stock of pure buftalo
could be kept up'ancl increasecl. surplus
bulls, pure and half brecl, eould be sold
to farmers, &nd, in time, the uew race
of buffalo cattld might become so firm]y
establishecl th&t it woulcl endure.

To unclertake this vith anv nrosnect
of success, such a fann wouicl'hav^e to
be _manag_ecl by a man of i:rtelligence
aucl of wicle erperience ia this pai:ticu-

A Relic.
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I known to science, mouataineers

conditions of their environments.
The color of the buffalo in its new

coat ig a dark liver-brown. This soon
changes, however, and. the robes, which
are at their best in November aild early
December, begrn to grow paler toward
spring; and when the coat is shed, the
hair and. wool from young animals is
nlrnost a dark smoky-gray. The calf
when first born is of a bright yellow
color, n.lrnest, a pale red. on the line of
the back. As ib grows older it be-
comes darker, and. by latb autumn is
almost as dark as the adults. - Varia-
tions from the normal color are y€rT^
rare, but pied, spotted, and roan ani-
mals were sometimes killed" Blue or
mouse-colored bufalo were occasion-
ally seen, and. a bull of this color wag
observed in the National Park last Jan-
uery. WAite buffalo-though often re-
ferred to as mythical-sometimes oc-
curred. These varied. from gay to

Yor.. XII.-30
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cream-white. fhe rare and valuablet' silk " or ., be&ver', robe ooes it;-o";u
to its dark color and its peculiar,teen
or gloss. Whit€ or spottied robes were
|jg$f valued by the Indians. E-o"g
the Black_feet they were presentecl to the
sun. as votive offerings. Other tribes
kept them in their sac-red, bundles.

Apart from man, the buffalo had butfew natural enemies. Of these the
mo-st destructive were the wolves, which
killed a great na,ny of them. These,
nowever, were pri:r cipally old, straggling
b-ulls, for the ?alves weie protectl-cl by
their mothers, and the ?emales anil
young stockwere sovigorous and so Ere-
garious that they hadbut litile to lear
from this danger. It is probable that,
notwithstanding the degtruction which
they wrought, t-he wolve's performed. an
important service for the buffalo r&ce,
keeping it vigorous and healthv bv kill-
ing weak, disabled, and. superinn"uated,
animals, which could no lbnger serve
any useful puqpose in the herd, and yet
consumed. the grass which would sup-
port a healthy breeding animal. It ls
certai.ltr true that sick buffalq or those
o Lt of cbndition, were rarely seen.

The grizzly bear fed to some extent
on the c&rc&sses of buffalo d.rowned
in the rivers or caught in the quick.
rands, and occasionally they ciught
living buffalo and killed. {hem. - A
Blackfoot fnilian told me of an attempt
of this kind which he witnessed- IIe
was lying hidden by a buffalo trail iu
the Bad Lands, ne&r & little.creek, wait-
ing for a small bunch to come down to
water, so that he might kill one. The
buffalo c&me on in single file as usual,
the leading animal being a, young heifer.
When they had. nearly reached. the wa-
ter, and. were passing under a vertical
clay walt u gnzzly beaa lying hid. on a
shelf of this w".ll, reached down, and.
with both paws caught the heifer about
the neck and threw himself upon her.
The others at once ran ofl and a short
struggle ensued., the bear trying to kill
the heifer, and she to escape.' Almost
at oncq however, the fndian ssw &
splendid youngbull come nrghing down
the trail toward the scene ef s6nfisf,
and charge the bear, knocking him
down. A fierce combat ensued. The
bull would charge the bear, and wheu

nd fndians tell of four kiads. These
re, besides the ordi'ary ani-mal of the
'lains, the " mountaia buffalo," some-
imes called. "bison," which is found in
he timbered Rocky }fountaias; the
I wood buffalo " of the Northwest which
nhabits the timbered country to the
rest and. north of Athabaska Lake; and
;he " beaver buffalo." The last named.
tas been _va_guely describeil to me by
northern Indians as small and having a
rery curly coat. I know of only one
orinted. account of it. and thie savs that
it ma "short, sharp-horns whicfi were
small at the root and.-curiously turned
up ancl bent backward., not unlike a
r&m's, but quite unlike the bend of the.
horn in the common buffalo." It is pos-
sible that this description may refer to
the musk ox and not to a buffalo.' The

, t'mountain " a,nd. " wood. " buffalo seem
,to be very much alike in habit and ap-
. pearance." They are larger, darker, an^d
.heavier than the atimal of tLe plains,
i but there is no re&son for th-inkin.'
, ih.- specffically distinct from it. S""[
r differences as existed. were due to tho

reliean buffalo flro
;;t"";i il:ffi"':l:.#,1:
Lrdres, an experim"ntal failr_rr.eeclnrg ana Uufato ;;;;a hercl of fift, ^,
: :i* ; ;"ffi #lt f,l,Lol""i$uj,jt^,"rpglments 

coulci betr-nreh rDieht h- ,
";tr;i l:1, ff;1 f,::::
L.-.-I ouw.-rr or pure buffaloL up alt(l incleaie.l
'.l,iralf b;;;i 

"Hil i: gji;
rl_l(1, ill time,- the 

-i,
tle rn ighll;;;;""'.u*'r""
t.ll 1t 

i,;;i;:"#i::. nrmry

ii l'ii,l;'*eT"l'fflT
l:i:,::^:'_"' . 

or i'66**il\1)ellence iu this paiticu-
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he stmck him fairly To*d tnegft hi,n meat, or, gtretched over & frame of.of hi.s fe9t, ofted in_flicting ser*oood, *-til ti" 

"_huTp 
horns. TT: *::*l*1""!0"- cor-acles, o-"19ats,

tear strucr*ar"th" bou', 
"oa i"i.a To ;je"";i""lt?';l",i:J 

"T"t 

-ilf*,JTI
catch him bv the head or shoulcr.ers, shrink 

-smo-Jtn, 
*uae a shield whichand to hord fiim, but this n" 

"oJa "o[ n oorJti"o*i"iance_thrus! an a*ow, ordo' AJter fiJteen or twenty -i""t". of "";;.til1irr'' rro.. an old-fashionedfierce and. active fighling the bear-Lad ,**trr--ioi"*s"o FroT the raw hide,received an the punishment he cared ;h" ;;;;"i?g been shaved ofl werefor, and tried to tscape, _but the bull -;;;;fl"t"*_"ooerope_rike c&Begwouid not tet him go,-and kept ,p tL" I"il;; ."#;;i;" truaks or boxes_use_attack until he had kiled 6i. J,lo""_ f"l ;;;;;;;i" ;_au articles. The can_sary. Even after the bear was dead the 1.""_;;;"iia' ,it_, were used. to makebull would sore the c&rcass uoa ,o_"_ implements fotimes urt it'"r*" .-f lhe s"";;;;; hi. ;hJJil;:;i";"J *1tri3 ,H&.j ;l[:horns. rle seemed. insaie- - tu-"*ug", ho";;;l"rli., 
""a the ribs runnersand, notwithstanding tle t*"t tnut JSri fil;;i,i;?

$:S,lu.r*+lnl+t*#s**iLiit*:''*;,T,i*'H,{H,:F#was ver' much afraid rest the bull il; ;iliiJi'._uaares, strand.s of the

'll3J",} $i:?H #fliy#;ti* T*' i".G ;ilk';:;a to oinam eni uiii"r",

li:l ;et*:r-*#"rtfi.#.ltlF 
=!::: 

g."W{#ia',f"x;i;' ";
"r"-n..".T;i;,rotn"-i-iilJB;l;lffii,Ha-**g.r,*#t-f ,t*1."7

5,t F"HJ:X;**miTij; tu 
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" 
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s taff or ur" -ii *as their ro;d ;1";i: i_:.*"tfi".r9f*".m"{:*,l"ll"#rm;ing dwellings, tools. Th" ;;r" Ji " r-"-o- 
-ir" dt; of the paunch The;il$i"ff :ll",fJ"r"Tl,,?:ih:"",tryi;:H;:l'1#3#"tlfl::ki::

had, rhar the buffalo digA;;. 'fr:: fl-";jn"- rif"tl *u" once used' ror anot strange, then, that"this ;im"rlus moccasin o"-tlot. Fry_brushes werereverenced bv most- plains t"iu"., ""1 'nade frorinJlut' of tire tail dried. onrhar * enrerel hrgelfintoit"i" "i#a ,ti"t"'"fr#J_Jreathr, quivers, bow_ceremonres' and was in 
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comforteble portahle ra"rt""*1""*;;: y,ust be 

"om6'rht"os of taking the buf-vised- Braided ,trands 
-of 

;;;'bid; ,".t; ;_;;;;,I;;rre numbers. Suchfurnished them with r;pd 
"ffi: #;, wholesale eaptureand these were mad; fu"' l;;**i;? t""ili *"ri,#-1,il"'ax,"iffiTfiT"Tljltwisted hair' The rree.r uia" *ur *-*J 

9.a i;-J,r"*.1, ro- oo" cheracteristic oftrmes used as a kettle, i" *li"n t"'il'J tm *i-lilii""Jo"io"ity.
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The Blackfeet, prains crees, Gros which almost the whole ca,mp took partVentres of the Prairie, Sarcees. some It is commooly ,tuted that^the buffalobands of the Dakotas, snaries, crows, ;;;;;;;""il'i" tn"Erf,#u?LJ,l"t"aand some others, drove the herds of buJ- ;;;, ;;;;d ig ndt the c,ise. 

- 
They

:?Hr$i"*T#om 
above, or over high *-""2 "Ja"il"" r"t r"a,-Joi*it"y *ur.

r""#-uie"iit;i"tX"kl1',f "iil3'.'i#ff"Y,i"- j;'r.SdliitrilH{"::'*
ennes and Arapahoes drove them inlo 

"ui tL" p".JJ.ro"of a ,, buffalo rock,,,&pens on level ground; the Brackfeet, i.f.;;;;ni.n *u, believed- to: gi""Aricaras, Irandans, Gros yentres oi $- gi'Ldiio*u" to can the buffalothe Village, Pawnees, Oma.has, Otoe.s, thuo'*Js-"!# by ,tngr" "TnJ" 
pr"_and others, surrounded the herds i; ,i; ;rg"htTis spent by this man ingreat circles on the prairie, and. then pruyi"tF;.o1""r, in the enterpr{se offrightening them so that tlev started in"'-8""Lo- IL; *i;"o-i'iif,"Soo,run:ring, kept them from breakiag Ntipi,-aid uir e-uo"""Ff"pj; *11r" 

".k"dthrough the rine of men, and. ma$E ig;:;;J-"iLi g""." was burned tothem race round. and round in a circle, ;ild.. 
'ii;"ro 

tnu morning, withoutuntil they were so exhausted. that they eating o" a""i"ti"g, ffi;"? 'lil*ua
;it$. 

not run awav, and' were easili "-"*"*g; i'nT 
"^*-p- 

and. went up on

, rhese plmtive modes or slaughrer l|"rf,l'*: *"":1"t }; ** id;.1'*;have been described by earrier *ft""., go out, o" uo"o-lo"k-gr;;& illtag.
F*1i:"'{itl?ffi l"'wi:"",J.ffi r*":"$,:*"-.i*i*i}"':xi':nrsubject r fail to tu4 r sinqr.e u.*oor ;;J;;;;a;il'#sweet grass unril he re_which gives at arl a true no"tion of the turned- wil" he reft tho camp andmethods emnroved, or the -""o. by went up on to th" ;;"*T tlT"'fa tu"which the b'utri,ro were u"o"gil-ioi6 o;s"d""Ltli" p"opr"_fs]lesysd him,the enclosures. Eye - witnesies na"e ;J d;l#;t;;
been 

"r""ie"s 
obr"*d"r, and have taken wings o-f the 

"o..r1l:T,ft:*tr3;rn H:manJr things for granteg- 
- {y glder- pil"; .."i ,o"t*o" b'rsb- The calrerstandi:rg of this matter is deriied from iometimes *o"" u robe and a bul,smen who from childhood have been fa- lgrd t-";;";;";; at times was naked.miliar with these things, and from the;, \\ihen il h"ll 

-Jppror"h"d 
close to theduring years of close.isxociation, r ha;e t"rJo, n"-J"'aliroo""d to attract their _again and again heard the storv.it tur. attention b;;;ri";--":d;;;';;it"gold hunting methods ;;;;d ,"#oa, 

"-oa-Jt"J""[fr.rp_The Blackfoot trap'was ca[ed the pearing and dtGt;&."'"tni rr*a_
pishi'n. rt wag an eiclosurs o"" cia" i"g G?J;-.;; began to raise theirof which was formed by the-o"*i.*t nei,as-""d-J;;at fiim, 

""a 
pr.riuywall of e cut ba'k, the other-s b"io-g tne: 

"eLesi ;;, wourd. weti feps14built of rocks, Iogs, poles, anal brusE h; ffit"*J"l";Ut this stranse creat_six or eight feet hig\- ^ rt was 
"ot *"- 919 might be, and the otheri wourdessary that these wals should be very folow.-" d" -il.y 

u"g*o 
_ to approach,strong, but thev \ug tq be tight, s6 e; -;"";th;;6* toward the iitrancethat the buffale could not see tE"olsh of tne lnuil], ir tu" buffalo begen tothem. From a noirr on the-cut baik i;"r,.0."t-"!i=.i,rq"i hdr;;;t"#"8:;.r"above this enclo'sure, in tw; di;;"i";

ri"es stretcrc;"ffi;; t";; El';;i ffy*?**t"Jf the 6erd'*eu witnin
;1;, nuj,1i?i13"k-;;; t-"d"#?r the first pl"" #i"ll5#tTtrffshort interyals, or bushes iere st-uJ

il$:-"""*'t"'*ffi*-*'iirxirn;*F*iii4Hi{dil*llTffffi{animals mnnins dovn the cfr'ub,t;i most of th-e butrato, which then.beganangle above thi nxbil,n 'when; h*d t"-;;"; ;hffi;t":*t iiliff.*"aof buff*lo were ieedin-g ""o ,t-n*+ gloog, more and more people shoreedthe people prepared f6r the tdt, ; them'selve;-aifi'*added tb t-n.i" te""o",
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and in a very short time the herd was
in a headlonf stalr'pede, guided. toward.
the angle above the-piskim by the piles
of rock on erther slde.

About the walls of the pislc{tn, now
full of buffalo, were distiibuted the
women and children of the camp, who,
leaning o_ver the enclosure, waving theii
arms and calling out, d.id all thev could
to frighten the penned-in animi,ls, and
to }eep them from pushing againsi the
walls or try'i:rg to jump or climb over
them. As a rule the buffalo raced round.
within the enclosure, and the men shot
them down as they passed, until all were
killed. AJter thit the people all en-
tered the pisk{rn and cut- up the dead,
transporting the meat to c-amp. The
skulls, bones, and less perishable offal
were remoyed from the enclosure, and
fhe wolv_es,_coyotes,_ foxes, and badgers
devoured what was left.

ft occasionallv happened that some-
tliog occurred. io turn the buffa1o, so
that they passed _thrgggh the guiding
arms &nd t'sca,ped- Usually thev went
oa straight to t[e angle and j-ump6d over- the cliff into the enclosure belbw. fn
winter, when snow w&s on the ground,
their straight course was madi addi-
tionally- certain by placlng on, or' just
g,bo_1e tle snow, a liie of buffalo chips
leading from the angle of the V, micl-
way between its arms out on to the
prairia t\ese - 

dark objects, only
twenty or thirty feet_ apart, were easily
seen against the white snow, and th-e
buffalo always followed. them, no doubt
thinking this a trail where anoths
herd had passed.

By the Sauilcsib tribe of the Black-
foot nation and. the Plains Crees, the
pish{tn was built in a somewhat differ-
ent way,.-but $9 -methods, employed
were similar. 'With these peopli. iho
inhabifud. a flat country, th6 eiclosure
was built of logs and near a timbered
strea'n. Its walls .were complete; that
is, there w&s no opening or gatewav in
t!em, but at one ioint"this"wall, else-
where eight feet high, was cut bwav so
that its-height wae only about fourfeet
F."o.* this poin-t a.brilge or causewaJr
of l-ogs_, c_overed. with dirt, sloped by a
gradual descent down to the- level"of
the prairie. This bridge was fenced
on either side with logs, and the arms
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of the V eame together at the point
where the bridge"".*"1"a 1n" ;ff;d-
The buffalo were driven down th"e chute
as before, _ran up on this bridge, and
were forced to leap into the pen. Ag
soon a,s all had dntered, Indil,ns wto
had been concealed near by ran uD and
put poles across the openins thr^ouEh
which the buffalo hacl passedl and ov"er
these poles lrog robes so as entirely
to conceal the outer worlcl. Then the
bLt:heri:rg of the animals took place.

Further tq the south, out bn the
prairie, where timber and rocks and
brush were not sfulsitable for making
traps like these, simpler but less effec-
tive methods were adopted. The neo-
ple would go out on ihe prairie ^and
conceal themselves in a Ereat circle
open on one side. tU""--rd-" ;;;
would.approach-thj buff_alo, and decoy
them into the circle. lfen would now
show themselves at different points and
start the bufalo running ia- a circle,
yelling and waving robeslo keep them
from appreashing, or trying to break
through, the ring of men. This had to
be done with great judgnent howd?er,
for often iJ tilE herd goi started in.bne
direction it was impossible to turr i!
and it would rush t[rough the.ring ancl
none would be secured. Sometimes if
a herd was found in a favorable posi-
'tion, and there was no wi.nd., a iarge
camp of people would set up their
lodg:es all-ab6ut the bu-ffalo, ii which
case the chances of success in ,the sur-
round were greatly increased- ,

The tribes which used the pl,skin also
practised clriving the buffaldover high"
rough cliffs, where* the fall crippled -or
killed most of the rinimals which rnent
over. In such situatiou's, no enclos-
ure w&s built atthe foot of the preci-
pice. .t '

fn the later dpys of the pisbiln in
-the nort\ the m\n who br6ught the
buffale often wenb. to them oi horse-
back, riding a whi'te horsa, Ile would.
ride backward a4d fonrard before them,
zig-zagglng thiE'way and that, and sf-
ter a little theyjwould follow hirn. Ee
leJer attemptdd to drive, but always
le-d themi -T[e driving began gnly
after t.be,herd. had passed lhe outei
rock piles, adcl the people had begun
to rise up'and frighten them.
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primitive methods of
buftalo killing. As
soon a,s horses became
abundant, and sheet-

As soon as railroad.s
penetrated the bufalo
country, a market was
opened for their hides.
Men too lazy to work
were not too lazy to
hunt, and a good nunt-
er could kill in the

This method of securi:rg meat has
been prac-tised in trfontana dflrin thiJ;
if:?rtrt dff"x a";f;"'i'""""11r ffi"lg
seen the remains of old pisbilns, dilh;
g,lid*s.wiags of the thub, ;rd h;;;t!o"o wrt.b. ma,ny men
who have taken part
in euch killinss.

Ail this haE to do,
of coutse, with the

tion of the buffalo for its hides hasbeen so often told, that f ;;" d;"il;
the. sickening deiails 

"f 
t*t3 ;;;:il;;

wnrc.tr was carried on from the }ferica.ito the British boundary U"" t" ;ilstruggle to obtain a fe# a.U"". tli"
most igaoble mea.ns.

iron arrov-heads, and.

fatgl Su:rg, were secured. by the
Indiang these old practice! te_
S.ff to give way to the more ex-
crtrng pursuit of runni:rg buffalo
and. of surroundi:rg th-em onhorseback. Of fhis- mocler:r
method, as practised twentv
Jiears ago, and exclusivelv witf,
the bow and arrow, f hive al-
reaily written at some length L
another place.

To the^ white travellers on the
plains_ia_early days the buffalo
Iurnrshed support and suste_
n&nce. Their abundance made
fresh -meat usually obtainabl,e.
and the early travellers usua,llv
carried witb them bundles ot
dried meat, or sacks of pepmi_
can, food. made from tht -flesh

of the [uffalo, that contained a

9fsf way' t9 -male money, and.
-the market for hides E-a,s tur-limited. Up to this time the
trade in robes had been pnin_
ly confined to those dressed.
by the Indians, and these were
for the most part taken from
*ow!. The coming of the rail-
road made hides if All sorts
marketable, a,nd even th;;
taken from naked old bu[s
lo-un{ a sale at some price.
The butchery of bufralo^ was
now som_ethios stupendous..
'Ihousands of hunf,erg fol-,
lowed pillieng of butralo and'destroyed them wherever

^..r""n"pr*;;;?"r"H::"lyg":_,,,^0"^."::' Ifffi#Tlt;yr,#H.tg*ellers &s a'nY oroduct qf .tdS buffalo, was left of tn. r"lt'nHr herd retreated to the.
ll.e-':b-utrall' 6up,:'o" ad;g a,1".g. hirfr watgrress p_hing of rexas, and. there for.

ffi?t;11,F*,ml-d*t$$q-HtH*'ffi *i+*H*
tourdd;"d ;; lior *itn ---Ji r"xTilt'J.;1?:1"J.i.rirrT#:t"a r"*JThe d'isma,t rtory of rhe erterai"* ;;;;6; *?ffi"r1 the very Last sur.

ffiXl i.$*:' iiljffi""*,""T #f; . m yfiil,f i";h. ;i{",,ii,1J*;:'$.
!"" b"iard "ii ili #;:"T""i' tt t;lil]/ll l*1"::i^t}gq:rru:dite.r,i;;;;",?i#**:;""T;; "tT; F'lli,{,f{f *"y911".,1T-:"4 at night
warmtr rh"-[*i'-:"idJ"l'r*l: {N lliljlll ll?n*,*1]::*"nqfll-":',g::s# :ffi,+.+ sT, N,,ll//iii ltj,i*tffi ;:rmt""s
:*Tlla::*T['#;T:# ffii $i#qi]$.f"'$rili#
3itfi:Hnktlffi,'#;ffi ff'' pffiffid-iqJ"H,#"lT
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vivors of this southern herd, that " Buf-
falo Jones " ma,cle his very successful
trips to capture calves.

The extirpation of the northern herd
was longer delal'ed. No very terrible
slaughter occurred. until the comple-
tion of the Northern Pacific Railroad ;
then, however, the s&me scenes of
butchery were enacted. Buffalo were
shot down by tens of thousands, their
hides stripped oft, and the meat left to
the wolves. The result of the crusade
lvas soon seen, the last buffalo were
killed in the Northwest near the bound-
ary line in 1883, and that year may be
said to have finishecl ,.rn ih" rp"[i"s,
though some few were I ,r. in 1884 to
1885.

_ After the slaughter ha .,:en begun,
but years before it hati en acdbm-
piished, the subject was l-,it-rught to the
attention of Congress, and legislation
|6elring to the preservation of the spe-
cies was urged upon that body. Lifile
general interest was taken in the sub-
ject, but in 1874, after much discussion,
Congress did pass an act providing for
the protection of the buffalo. Thtbill,
h_owevet, \ya,s neyer signed. by the Pres-
idenL

During the last days ri the buffalo, a
remarkoble change {,s,;r place in its
f9l-, and this change is worthy of con-
sideration by naturalists, for-it is an
example of specialization- of devel-
opment in one particular direction -which was due to a change in the en-
vironment of the species, and. is inter-
esting because it was brought about in
?_yery few years, and indicates how rap-
idly, under favorilg conditions, Buch
specie.lization may take place.

This change wes noticed and com-
mented on by huaters who followecl the
northeln buffalo, as well as by those who
assisted in the extermination of the
southern herd. The southern hunters,
Fowe,ver, averred that the ,, regular "
buffalo had disappeared.-gone of, some-
where-and thit their pl"ace had been
taken by what they called the southern
!uffn].o,_ a. r&ce saicl to have come up
from Mericq and characterized bv lon-
g_er ]egq qnd a longer, Iighter body than
the buffalo of earlier years, and. which
was nlso peculiar in that the animals
ueyer became fat. Lrtelligent hunters
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of the northern herd, howeyer, recog-
nized the true state of the case, whic-h
was that the buffalo, dur.i:rg the last
years of .their existence, were so con-
stantly pursued and driven from place
to place that they never had time tb lay
on fat as in earli6r ye&rs, and that, as b
consequence of this continual running,
the animal's form changed, and instea-il
of a fat, short-backed, short-Iegged ani-
mal it became a long-legged, light-
bodied beast, formed for running. -

This specialization in the direction of
speed at first proceeded very slowly
but at last, as the dangers to which the
animals were subjected became more
and more pressin$, it took place rap-
idly, and as a consequence the iast buf-
falo killed on the plains were extr-emely
l.oug-legged and iangy, and wer8 very
different in appearance - as thev were
in their habi^ts - from the anirdals of
twenty years ago.

Buffalo running was not a sport that
required much skill, yet it was not
without its dangers. Occasionally a
m&n w&s lrilled bythe buffalq but deaihs
from falls and frqJm bursting guns were
more common. 5[aoy co"i"ois stories
of such accidents are told by the few
real old - timers whose memory goes
back fiIty ye&rs, to the tri6g ylsn frinf-
lock guns were i.:r use. A mere fall
from a horse is lightly regarded by the
practised. rider ; the ,ilnger to be feared
is that in such a frrit the horse may
roll on the man and crush him. Xvei
more serious accidents occurred when
o, ma,n fell upon some part of his equip-
ment, which was driven through his
body. Ilunters havq fallen in such a
way that their whip - stocks, &rrows,
bows, and even guns, have been driven
through theirbocliq. The'olcl flinf-16gft
guns, or " fukes," vrhich were load.ed. on
the run, with powder poured in from
the hono by guess, {n&a ball from the
mouth, used freque4itly to burst, caus-
ing the loss of hands, a,rme,\ pnd even
Iives.'While most of the deathe which oc-
curred in the cHase resulted from
causes other than/the resistance of the
buffal6, these ditil occasionally kill a
ma,n. A curioust accident happenect in
e cemp of Rec[ River half-breeils in the
early '70s. The sonof an Iroquois half-
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ii{i,ii{T?Tft."riblq dur{ng";i" jil,
I5j"T"S, *;'1 ;;;"-
,lllj:l"q ifo."pi"""
1;"."":T ryg,tr13 e- ti' I ay'lJli*:. and thar, ae a,.,is continuli "-ril;u
.*lnt*-U:fI
l..l ""1q_ l"**".ul 

" 
il,fr ,-pe3 for.ru"fniig.

,.,^o1iT the direl?ion of
l::*._q ^o.v. 

pr_J*ry,

oaus"", to #ni"iiilJj":Fg b."#;";;:"
:fl'^.:t^ -t:"*. 

pt"L l"p-
-:qgence the Iast bui_

l,,:x *"";;#;;;v
nq{'a"d were veb
,1iT; * they weiefrom rhe 

""lJ"ri"lr

bree4 about twenty.years old, went out charge that_ he had. murdered. his com-one day wiih the rest of the camp to run paniS_n, u"a *u" "Ufig"d-ir*"Jr* t.buffalo. . -t-t nig!-t hf did not retrirn, and. iU" pt"l" ,"a t,
the ne'rt a31 ?u ;;";;"";;il?fi" rhe body to urtlrf;iil'l# rflr*rffi? *:search for him. They found the horse statemeits.
and the &rms' but could not find'the rn the earry days when the game wasman, and could' not imagine what had pt""ty, u"r"i6 

""i,"i"g *"r "--fiu*"itiogbecome of him' tlrrpear rater,, as sp-ort.' Given " good' no"s"Jhe-ontythe half-breedg were huniiig in another otn"" 
".q"i.it"-to .rr".."" was the abil-part. of- the countrS & cow was seen ity to ;il;i"-.; his back til the endwhich had somethiirg unusual on its of th" "d;. 

-N;g";;;."-a"fr."" 
.r

l"ut rhey chas_ed3"d killed-her, and ,tiu *as ne"ded than this, and yet thefound that she had on her head the quick .-.li""-"r"Tt; hil.,TtJ-"gupelvis of a man, one of the horns hav- d3otng to L"J"u""rsed, and the feelinging. pierced' the thin-p"Il gl.lls bgl", f,h't th""" ;;;-;;;iii"s 
"u-."d 

;h"twhich was wed_ged on so tighily thal must be """"i"tl**:![ u""a"ry-e"t it off.'Mir"r, or tne 
"iae 

air";;*i!l ?ffi::"J"p'ft"*":*
the hair on the head, neck, a,nd. shour, slightest _spice of da"g;;;ro" *n1" ooders of the cow *"? ygrn.off short, and onE anticip^ated au accpent, it was pos-on the side on which the bone was, sibre that'oo",rno""L-&;i;il;i"t""
down on the neck and shourieis, the badger note,-il-;hi.h-?J.."iirr?i""
hur- y"t s_hgrt, black, and looked.-new, *oofd get ; t"u tnut *oota *^t"-ui"
as if it had been worn entirety off the bones uZh".
skin, and was,just beginning-to grofr The most exciting, and. bv far theout again. rt is syppos.ed.lhat-this most interestiog.h"iir io *Ll"iT 

""""bone was.p{rt- of the-mi,ssing- young took part *"r"inor" *tn in"-r"ai"",
man, who had been hooked. lrlh'e cowl of th^91 ptains. ih"y ;;;": 

"L"-arii"a31ct- cqrrigd about on her f,ead untii almosf ioiselessly 
"tia "o "i";; "ifl"-his Fody fell to pieces. shot broke tt;-;li["";, 

"f-tnE "i";;o"-- 
My -old and valued f4.ba" charles puff of "*ok" rose tow&r6 the 'still,

*:ry"$:l for years chief of scouts at lray autu-n 
-sky. rn" .o"."*-ut"

_r'.g_"t lincoln, Dak., and who wal frabe -and. ski[ o1 the naked 
-rodinor,

Fn-"A!y tF9 sio 'r,i" tF" Quster-fight in$ the speed and quickn"r" or nui"in 1876, told me of the death of a hult- splendid. f6"i".,-*"""';;ll dfir*.a u
fg partner of hr:s, which shows how silch chas;" 

"r'tu""". 
" lr*" tt^#"i""

dangerous 
"oe.n l drog lr1tralo gay be. instance is recorded where ,o roaiuorne two men ha,d started from the rail- has sent &n &rrow entirelv throueh the

road, to go south and bring ine-toad of bodies ;f G;;;tr"d--S;ffi;;E*such
nu-{.,_,,g", findinga b*"b gf buffalo, a hunt was signaliz"a [i,o-" f""i otthey killed. by stalking what they re- daring bravad"o that, saie i" tu" 1""-qurrect, and. then on foot went^up to the ing, was siarcely cred.ible, as when theanimals to butcher them. On-e cow, Chlyenne nig iiiUs 

"oa" 
hig no"r"1to."

lF"e oo her side,w?" :tpmovinga lit- op.io tf".side "i 
-;-h"g. ["ri *a,tle convulsivelr bu.ti dyrnq. . The '!an sfrinqing on his back, ;;A; tu"irr"g"

approached her as- if aboul to cut her b'eastior" some distan"", 
""a tU1" *itlthroat, but when 'he was rrithin a few his knife gave it its aeatn-rt"ot* 

" 
o"feet of her_.head, she.sprang to. Fer feet, & m&n pi{h! n"a ni-rai i"-ffi.itioo

"qgF"{ 
at bi-, struck-him in the chesi of comical: danjer, as did ,,rlt i""a-

Sth.her horns, and. then- fell dead- er" who was thiown.from nie hlrse'on
Pl":lz yl '.tp,,to, lis pgrtner, and to to the horns of a burl without, u.iog
hrs horror saw that the c6q/s horr had rpju-rgcl; -one of the horns passed un-
:lpt"* hT, 

"p 
from +a\e belly to the der his belt and, supported-fi-, *"a 

"tthroat, eo that he could sde the heart the game time prev?ited the bull fromstill expand,rlg.and,c.ontractiig. .- tg.tTg him. t! tuis *ujhe-*-"r"-
oharley b'uried his partner there, riecl for some distaoce oi the animal,sand returning to the town, told his head, when the belt Eaye wsy and hestory. rle was at once arrested on the fell to the grouna uiuu*, #n1u-tn"

g3s no.t a sport that
:r, yet it was not

i;""3,::t;:111{dDurgtrng.guns were
'""*3ffTlif"t"i:T

;""';t-1?Xgff::
,use. A mere fall
r;r regarded by tfie
I'T?f:T*""f:3
,_.rush him. Evdrs occurred whenpart of his equin-
^v.en flrroush hl"rallerJ in zuch a- stockg, arrgwg.

fil:"ff"d"t'#*"
rt were loaded on
,1;oured in from
r a ball from thel to burst, caus_glrnsr and eveu

eaths which oc-resulted from'esrstance of the.
r.sro-nally kill d,nt. happened iil..
u-breeds in the' -oquois half-



284

bull ran on. There \Yere occasions
when buffalo or horses fell in front of
horsemen ridinE at full run, ancl when
a fall was avoidid only byleaping one's
horse over the fallen animal. In the
buffalo chase of olcl days it was well for
& ma,n to keep his wits about lirn, for,
though he might run buffalo a thou-
sand-times without acciclent, the mo-
ment might come when only instant
action woulcl save him his Ufe, or a,t

Ieast an ugly hurt.
In the early days of the first Pacific

Railroad, and before the herds had been
ch'iven back from the track, singular
hunting parties were sometimes seen
on the buffalo range. These hunters
wer€ capitalists connected with the.
newly constructed. roads, and. some of
them now for the first time bestrode a
horse, whil6 fsw had. ever used fire-"
&rms. On such a hunt, one well-known
railroad clirector, eager to kill a buf-
falo, declined to trrst hirnself on horse-
back, preferring to bounce over the
rough prairie i:r an ambulance driven
bv an alarmed soldier, who gave less
a[tention to the mules he wal guiding
than to the loaded and cocked. pistol
which his excited. passenger was brand.-
ishing. These were amusing excur-
sions where a merry party of pleasant
officers from a frontier post, and their
guestg a jolly crowd. of' merchants,
brokerg and railroad. men from the
East, start out to have a buffalo hunt.
With them go the post guide and. a
scout or two, the escort of soldiers, and
the great blue a,rmJr wagons, und.er
whose white tilts are piled all the com-
forts that the post can furnish-unlim-
ited food anfl fl3inL, and many sacks of
forage for the animals. Ilere all was
mirth and jest and good, fellowshiP,
and, except that c&rrv&s covered, them
while they slept, the hunters lived in
as much comfort as when at home.
f[s [illing of buffalo was to them only
an excuse for their jolly outing amitl
lovel scenes.

It was on the plains of Montana, in
the davs when buffalo were still abun-
dant, dhat I had. one of my last buf-
falo hunts-a hunt with a serious pur
pose. A company of fifty or more
inen, who for weeks had. been living on
bacon and beans, longed for the "boss
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ribs " of fat cow, and when we struck
the buffalo ra,nge two of us were de-
puted to kill some meat. My compan-
ion was an old prairie man of great
experience, and I myseU was not 8,1to-

g"ih." new to the"West, 1e1 T, had
huntetl in many territories, and' had,
more than once been "jumPed." bY
hostile Incliane. Our horses were not
buffalo runners, yet we felt a certain
confi.d.ence that if we could find a bunch
and get a good start on them, we *'ould.
bring in the desired. meat. The troops
would march during the c1ay, for the
command.ing officer has no notion of
waiting in'camp merely for fresh meat,
and. we-were to^go out, hunt, and over-
take the command at their night's
camp.

Tfie nert clay after we had retchect'
the buffalo range we started out long
before the eastern sky was gray, and
were soon riding off over fls ghillY
prailie. . The trail which the command
was to follow ran a little north of east,
and we kept to the south and away from
it, believing that in this direction we
would. find the gpme; and that if we
started them they would run north or
northwesL-against the wincl, so tlat
we could kill them near the trail. Un-
til some time after the sun had risen we
saw nothing larger than antelope, but
at length, fiom the top of a higl !ill_ we
could see far away to the east dark dots
on the prairie, which we knew could only
be buffalo. They were undisturbed too,
for, though we watched. them for eome

'time, we could. detect no motion in their
ranks.

THE LAST OF

It took us nea,rly'two hours to reach
the low, broken buttes on the north,
side of which the buffalo were, and, rid-
ing up on the easternmoct of these, we
triid. to locate our game more exactly.
It was irhportant tqget as close_as pos-
sible befoie starting them, so that our
first rr.sh might carry us into the midst
of them. Knowing the capabilities of
our hotses, which were thin from long
travel we felt surp that if the buffalo
should. take the qlarm before we were'
cloge to them, we could not overtake the;
cows a,nd. youngianimals .rldch always'
run in the-van, and should have to con'
tent ourselves with old. bulls. On the'
other hand, if we could dash in among.
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them during the first few hundred vards rgy. ? huge bu' rying we' up on theof the r&ce, we should be able to"t""p niii.iJ". -L"ln'y 
nig back wis toward

tr"Tjl#dselecrrhefattest""i_d.H y1,_:+;, q;"[ bendi,s low over his
\!'hen we reached.| noint jusr beldw lXff'-:fftft:.Ttr"r?"":fl:"; ff;the crest of the h'r,^r rt,ipp"Jl"a ;;ir".'"tlJ'o" thrde minutes more,waited, rvhile py companion'ioJ"'oo. and. we 

"ame 
to another side ravineJust before he got to' the top u" too ;.f"h ;;;1" and. commancled a viewhaJted, then took-off h..]?lar ini n**q "f ;h; ;;; "i?" 

sroppeci before reach-over the rid.ge, examining so m-uch oi il*-totu:ro,i.'u p."p showed that wethe prairie bevondu"*uioo*visiuG to *&" -*iiui"*" 
few yards of two oldhim.- rlis inJnectio" *"" cr"Li"i^u"a .9;!, ;';;;g-h"if"",-ooa uyuu"riog, *uthorough, and'when h" h;d ;;;; *"" ;i ;;;;';;if," oo"th of ,rJ.--nrvooa,

iii*t-S.r-q,i.?;1i!*.l'rgil??J*:l"'ti";;;"""r;nu#?r'6:stopped again, and ilre ;aer scanned fu. 
" iryn.d. on our horses again, and,eyeryfoot of country before u-.- ine setting th6 spurs we, ip, g"[op.a ophorse, trained as the"rear n""t""t h;;; ;;;;.""i# 

"ioi 
..rp on the flat, bnd asis always trained, 'lderstood-*n"T"*ur we came into vied thenearest'torato,required of him, 

il1}-w1th p"i,"t"a-"""s as if propelled.esa'mined rh-elra.irie bey6nd wfth as gn lhei.r t"ut, uoly#r**:l;r.-,#::much interest ;r dJd-bi"_ i'ft; "tri"r to look,- i*n.a away to the n^orth.the cau of charrey's right leg prlsied slrii""?a T"J" 3$ n""t 
-*""J"nr1y 

o"the horse's side, t*_o or tlhree.T.fi" -o"* seventy-five buffaro, air of which, bywere taken, and then a tiftinE'oi in" ;h;;;";; f,Ja gUo".d over the fie'i,bridle hand. caused another hal-t were o{, with heads hanging low to theAt lensth r saw mv companion srowrv ;;;;;'r;a'tt"r, spiky tails stretchedbend forward over" bj. [;;;;b """"r, ;;; b"H"J 'ii 
" *""" up even with the

lXf;f"f;'$"*:* to me. E" nua .Lo rast of-the 
"ois, a,,d oir h6rses were

.age-oi;rild#t#.1Jrlfl #""""?;r""+gx,x+*i;tf""r"rjil;
a mile from where we stoof. TT" oth""" *qq ; Iitte aheaii- of me, caned.'back,of the band. must be_still 

""u""" to rr.. .,They will cross the trail about a mileBy riding alonE the lowesi;;; ;f th" north of h";;. 
- rrin a couple when wesag which sepaiated the two fr"itl., ,"a ff;1l li.'i" i'ooaded, and -we 

went on.then down i rittre *i";lt",lJoo"a -q;L;""J.ii.;JJ"*i'in;;;rn sprobable that we could "o*" wiint*.a hrri;a iri'nrt seemed & very shortfew vards of the bu-ffalo ";ob;;d" G;';;;;.'itoooarongsropeontoour breparations did not eil b;g a wide n"t, io *ni"r ;;;;";;;l;""'d"grne ia.a-ale cinches _ were toor"oeE, l"il"tT"iril.al"*ur" extent.- we wereblankers arranged, sadd,les p";-i";h; ;; lh"";;#i.lj. 
"i the herd, and. in aproper places and tightly ciiched r""i". gtgq"; U'"Ji [ilt"a up b.y_ their rapictcartridees were hro-ug6t_"oood d th" $s[t. 

--T" 
;;;';he ground ahead wasfront aid right of q\f,;1', *n""""tuiy in'porsible'. 
-be 

cooid only trust towquldbeconvenientforrero"aiog_- o"! di h;; 
"of,lo" good ruck to save'ioats tied' behindtne-sa"ddte w"re%oiJa ".]";;Jrilil? 

' oo" animars were do_to, the strinEs which hetd them GT;; ils;;iJiff; we had su-pposed theyrighrened 
"ot .""o""tf "Ei"a.hiTffi "ofrq, ";e ;;-" goms well and. und.erwas not lost on our [.orses, wbich un- 

" n-"rt rl.iiil"t a touch of the sDursderstoo'd as wer r" *":aii *n"t-#i, 
"ord 

o utir"-"idig wourd-bfog o.- opcoming. we skirted thg, b"tte, 
"oae even with the leaaers of the bufaro.through the row sag and d"; i;i;;h" 

The p;; huJu,u""uay proved too muchlittle ravine. which soon- grew deeper,-so ro" .ile-raf bt ffi, which had turned offthat o'r heade we"e ber&]hq;;ffi ;; ;;;;:ftu"ili been passed bv. Asvision of almost anyth;lg-o" ta" titit". we t.* u""i* ihe flat, i saw fai off aPassing the moutL of 'th" uttr" .ia" d""k u";;o;"two white objects, whichravine, however, there came into full ik;;*";ffi."oo.command. rcared
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to mv eomrad.e and. ouestioni:rg by the
sign,-pointed at the 

-Uotruto. Ile nod-
ded, aicl in a moment we had given free
rein to our horses, and were uP a,mong
the hercl. During the ride I had two
or three times selected my game, but
the inclividuals of the band' changed
positions so constantly that f could' not
Leeo track of them. Now, however, I
picfed out a fat two-vear-old bull, but
i,s I drew up to him he ran faster than
before, and rapidly made his way to-
ward the head of the banil. I was re-
solved. that he shoulcl not escape, and
so, though I was still fifteen or twenty
vards in the rear, fired. At the shot
Le fell heels over head directly across a
cow, which was running bi his sid.e
ancl a little behincl him. I saw her turn
a somerset, and. almost at the same
instant heard Charley shoot trrice in
quick succession, and saw two buffalo
fall. I fired at a fat young cow, that I
had. pushed. my pony up close to. At
the shot she whirled, my horse dicL the
same, and she chased me &s hard as she
could. go for seventy-five yaqds, while I
did some exceed.ingly vigorous spur-
ring, for she was close behind me all
the time. To do my horse justice, I
think that he would have rrn as fast as'
he could, even without the spurs, for
he appreciated the eituation. At no
time was there any immed.iate danger
that the cow rvould. overtake us; if
there hacl been, I should have dodged
her. Presently the cow stopped, and.
stood there very sick Wben f rode
back I did. not find it easy to get my
horse near her, but another shot was
not needed, and. while I sat looking at
her, she fell over d.ead- The three buf-
falo first killed had fallen within a
hunclrecl yards of the trail where the
wagons afterward passed, and. my eow
wa,s but little farther away. The com-
mand. soon c&me up, the soldiers did the
butchering, ancl before long we were
on the march again.

Of the millions of bufralo which even
in our own time ranged the plains
in freedom, none now remain. From
the prairies which they used to darken,
the wild herd.s, dowa to the last strag-
gling bu[ have disappearetl In the
Yellowstone National Park, protected

THE BUFFALO.

from destruction by United States
troops, are the only wild buffalo which
exist within the borders of the llnited
States. These are mountain buffalo,
and, from their habit of living in the
thick timber and on the rough moun-
tai:r sides, they are only now and then
seen bv visitors to the Park. It is im-
possibie to say just how manv there
are, but from the best information that
I can get, basecl on the estimates of
reliable and conservative men, I con-
clude that the number was not less
than four hundred in the 'winter of
1891-92. Each wintet or spring the
Government scout employecl in the Park
sees one or more herd.s of these buffalo,
and. as such herds are usually made up
in part of young ani-als and. have
calves with them, it is fair to assime
that they are steadily if slowly increas-
iog. The report of a trip made last
January speaks of four herds seen in
the llayden Valley, which numbered re-
spectively.TS, 50, 11"0, and 15. Besiales
these, a number of single anima,ls and.
of scattering groups were seen at a dis-
tance, which would perhaps bring the
total number up*to three hundred.
Of course, it is not to be supposed. that
ail the bufalo in the Park were at that
time collected in this one valley.

In the far Northwest, in the Peace
River district, there may still be found.
a few wood buffalo. Judg'ing from re-
ports of them which occasionally reach
us from Indians and lludson's Bay men,
their habits resemble those of the Euro-
pean bison. They are seldom killed,
if,a the estimat6 of their numbers
varies from five hundred. to fifteen
hundred. This cannot be other than
the merest guess, since they are scat-
tered. over many thousand square miles
of territory wfiich i$ without inhabi-
tants, ancl for the mos.t part unexplored.

On the great plainqis still found the
buffalo stull haft buribd in the soil and
srupfuling to decay. rThe deep trails
once trodden by the marchi:rg hosts
ere grass-grown now, and fast Elliog
up. When these mbst enduring relics
of a vanished racq shall have passed
away, there will be.found, in all the 4m-
itleds d.omain oncd darkened by their
feed"ing hertls, ncjt ono trace of the
American buffalo.


